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Thls invention relates to new and useful im- 
provements in clothes line tighteners and fasten- 
ers and more particularly to a device which is at- 
tached to the end of a clothes line to facflitate the 
stretchlng of the line and retaining said line 
in a taut condition. 
A further feature of the invention is to pro- 
vide a clothes line streteher of the class described 
whlch is simple and durable in construction, 
flcient and reliable in operation, relatively in- 
expensive to manufacture and otherwise well 
adapted for the Purposes for whlch the same Is 
intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de- 
tails of construction and operation as more fully 
herelnafter described and claimed, reference be- 
Ing had to the accompanying drawlngs forming 
part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts throughout, and in which: 
Pigure 1 is a rear elevational view of the inven- 
t/on in a locked posltion showing the stretcher 
secured to a support and with the line attached 
thereto; 
Figure 2 is an enlarged top plan view of the de- 
vice, the vertical drum removed; 
Figure 3 Is an enlarged side elevational view 
of the device with the line supporting bar shown 
in section; 
Figure 4 is a similar view oï the devlce in a 
locked position; 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of the vertical 
drum, and 
Figure 6 Is a perspective view of the locking 
handle. 
Referring now to the drawing in detail, wherein 
for the purpose of illustration, I have disclosed a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
numeral 6 represents a fiat L-shaped handle 
having a square opening 6 atone end and a 
laterally curved locking arm 7 extending from 
one side edge of the.handle. A circular drum 8 
has a squared end 9 adapted to enter the opening 
.6 so that the drum is at riiht angles to the 
handle. The free end of a clothes line l0 is ex- 
tended through an opening Il in a horizontal 
clothers line supporting bar 12 and said line is 
extended through a transverse opening 13 in sub- 
stantially the center oï the drum. The handle 
then attached to the squared lower end of the 
drum witi% the Iocking arm extending down- 
wardly, as shown in Figure 3. A knot (not 
shown) may be tied in the free end oï the llne 
to test against the drum. As the handle is ro- 
 tated horizontally the drum is likewise rotated 
and the clothes line becomes wound thereon. 
The handle is then removed from the drum and 
reversed so that the locking arm is extended up- 
wardl¥ and against the clothes line bar as ahown 
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in Figure 4, to thus secure the drum against un- 
wlnding movement. 
In view of the foregoing description taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings if 
5 is believed that a clear understanding of the de- 
vice will be quite apparent to those skilled in this 
art. A more detailed description is accordingly 
deemed unnecessary. 
It is to be understood, however, that even 
10 though there is herein shown and described a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention the saine is 
susceptible fo certain changes fully compre- 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
described and the scope of the appended claim. 
15 What I claire as my invention is: 
A device for tensioning a line between a tubular 
line support and a point remote therefrom and 
comprising a cylindrical drum having a trans- 
verse opening adapted for anchoring a line there- 
20 to for winding on the drum, said support having 
a transverse opening through which the line is 
slidable and said line manually rotatably holding 
the drum at right angles to the axis of the sup- 
port, a handle constructed oï strap metal and de- 
25 tachably connected ai one end to the drum, and 
an arcuate crank arm projecting laterally ai 
one edge of the handle outwardly with respect to 
the attached end of the drum when the handle 
is Placed thereon in one position and said crank 
3O arm projecting inwardly with respect fo the at- 
tached end of the drum to partially embrace the 
support and lock the drum from rotation in a 
predetermined direction when the handle is re- 
versed on the drum. 
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